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i a Lbeit 1his and the laſt *ge have ſeen 
A more Controverſ;ein Britain, about the 
awſulneſs of ſet Forms of Prayer , than all 
orrzer Ages have done all the World over ; 
& it could hardly been thought , that the 
Lords Prayer would have run the ſame Fate 
ith Huntane Compoſures. To obviat all poſe 
Fule oLjetions againſt the uſe of this Prayer, 
is the deſign of this little [reatiſ: 5 mhich 
was Originally Writ in French by a learned 
Proteſtant eMiniſter, who has likewiſe pu 
biſhed a Diſcourſe of Popular Errors, with 
great {rgcnnuity, It's true, that the learned 
DoFer Hammond, DoGor Falkner, Joſeph 
Mede ard others have ſufficiently vindicated 
he uſing of ſet Forms 3 but none has with 
ch brevity, perſpicuity and nervouſneſs aſ- 
erted our Bl:fi:d Saviours Form, as our 
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Author has done, Ut was well ſaid by an e.l 
mineut Member of the Weſtminſter AſſemsT 
ly, God forbid that ever I ſhould kneel 


down to my Devotions, and riſe without 


ſaying the Lorcs Prayer; And when ome 
Leading Remoyftrators in the Wt of Scot. 
land begun tacitly to diſuſe it, the General 
Aſſembly Vi'rote a Letter, charging them wit 
Innovation, aud intreating them toreturn th, \ 
a better mind : So that this Novel Pradiici 
is no true mark of a ſound Presbytcrian, bui 
rather an evidence to the contrary, p 
As for this Tranſlation, it was undertakes . 
at the deſire of one, whoſe command I judged . 
it a crime to diſobey;, and if it ſhall be an - 
ways ſerviceable to undeceive well-meaning 
but miſled perſons , or to confirm others uf 
tbeir pious uſage, 1 ſhall think my labour wel V 
beſton/d y but however, | am aſſured the fer 
Hours employed onthis Task, were not whoh © 
ly thrown away. E" 


( 
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ec! The Ute of the 


= LORD'S PRAYER; 


Vindicated againſt the Objeions of 


ra! 
Modern Innovators, 


1th 


Sp WW: read 1n the Goſpel, of the Luz 
" natick Perſon, that the unclean 
" Spirit wherewith he was polleſt, did ſomre- 
Les times caſi him into the fire, and Sometimes 
oy into the water, thele contrary Elements, 
7 Me thinks there 1s a great reſemblance of 
FF this in matrers of Religion z tor it would 
; ſeem that the ſame evi} Spirit makes it his 
| work to drive men trom one extream of 
fe Superſtition into anuther, The Church 
» of Rome 1n all her acts of Devotion affects 
* an endleſs Repetition of the Pater Noſter, 
out of an opinion that' the words them- 
ſelves, or the tre.quent reiterating of them, 
carrics ſome ſecret Magical Vertue m if, 

4+. Many now-a days haverun into the quite 
contrary Superſtition, ſhunning the very 
words of this Prayer, as a Stone of ſtum- 
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bling, and Rock of offence, Others who! 
dare not be ſo bold as wholly to condemn 
the uſe of this Praycr, yet ſtartle to repeat 
1t 1n their daily Devotions, and chuſe ra« 
ther to paſs it over in ſilence, So that thus 
Prayer 1s in a manner baniſhed out of Fa- 
milies, and Publick Meetings where 1 
uſed formerly to re-found, This Light 
Which was put upon a' Candlcſtick,to give 
light to thoſe that are in the Houte,is now 
buried under a Buſhel, If it were dil 
carded and laid aſide only by Hereticks,0! 
profane Wretches, we would tax then 
with Irreligion and contempt of our H, 


Saviour, But ſince theſe People profel 
themſelves to be otherwiſe Orthodoxy 
Chriſtians, we are no whit aſtoniſhed a! 
this Novelty, though formerly we woulc 
have abhorred it as a prodigious Innova) 
tion, 

Now to ſtate the Queſtion aright z we 
are not ſowedded to the Letter,as to con: 
demn all other Forms of Prayer, or thai 
we will not admit of any other expreſ{1- 
ons, But other Prayers may beſaid, and 
this notleft unſaid. It's a bold adventure 
to attempt the total obliterating of the 
memory 


CF 
memory ofſucha Prayer. . A Prayer uſed 
hitherto in all the Churches of God An- 


, tient and Modern, throughout the Uni- 


verſal World. A Prayer endited by the 
Eternal Wiſdom, our ever-blefled Me- 


. Giator and Redeemer, who offers up our 


Prayers unto God, and is perteQly ac- 
quainted with all the (ecrets of thePFathers 
Breaſt, The moſt full and comprehenſive 
Form that can be deviſed, and which con- 
tains all the reaſonable requeſts which can 
be imagined. A Prayer, which is the E- 


pitome, Mirror, and Pattern of all other 


Prayers. A Prayer, which reconciles 


wonderful brevity , with great copiouſ- 
neſs and variety of Mateer 3 As if it made 
a Camel pals through the Eye of a Needle, 
A Prayer, which contains more Hiltoriesg 
and Myſteriesthan it does Words. In ſhort, 
a Prayer the moſt MethoJical,Emphatick, 


and Divine, that can be Compoled, For 


all the parts of this Prayer are admirable 
tor a beautiful Symmetry, regular Mea. 
ſures, and exact Proportion : All 1s full 
of Luminaries, which give mutual light 
to one another, One Article cajleth u- 
pon another ( asdeep calls to deep): Nay, 
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theſe very perſois who diluſe it, mult 
confeſs tli:t all the ingenious Men upon 
Earth, and all the Angelsin Heaven were 
ncver ableto frame the like ont. 

Did then our Bleſled Saviour ptve us 
this Prayer that we ſhould never fay it at 
all? On the contrary, he tells us, Pray 
thus, Our Father which art in Heaven, To 
this it is an(1\ cred, Chriſt bids us pray thus, 
that isto fay, to this purpoſe, but not in 
the ſame words preciſely, Well,be it fo / 
But when he ſays (Lak, 11. 2.) When you 
pray, ſay, Onr Father which art in Heaven 


does he forbid us to pray in theſe words. 


Becaulche teaches us to ſay,OurF ather,$c, 
muſt we inferr that we ſhould not lay ut? 
Anditis filly to alledge, that if it were a 
Command, we ſhould uſe that Prayer con» 
ſtantly, and never ſay another. This is 
all one asif you ſhould afhrm, we are not 
commanded to pray to God, becauſe the 
A poltle ſays, Pray always, 1 Theſ.5.17. As 
if the meaning of this were, that we ought 
todo no other work at all but pray to 
God. But ſuppoſing it be not a Command, 
and that Chriſt has not enjoyn'd us to ſay 
this Prayer alwayes; ncither has he for- 
: biddcn 


oo ets. eden. ...a Ss — 


t ibiddenus the frequent uſe thereof, far leſs 


1 


{diſcharged us ever to ſay itat all, It is a 
| weak pretence, that it is ſufficient to ex- 
| preſs our Saviours meaning and intention 
{in this Prayer, though we repeat not his 


very words. For muſt we ſuppreſs his 


words, in order to exprels his meaning * 
 Orcan we better expreſs Chriſts ſenſe and 


meaning, than by uſing his own words ? 
W hat can they then plauſibly object a- 


' gainſt the ordinary uſe-making of the 


Lords Prayer ? Doubtlels 1t tnult be this, 
Either it 1s not lawful, 
Or it is not neceilary, 
Or it is not expedient, 

Let us confider theſe in arder, Is it 
unlawful to fay this Prayer £ This cannot 
be . for then it were unlawful to read it, 
nay we behoved to raze out theſe two 
Patlages of Scripture where it it fet down, 


' Mat.s, Luke 11, It fignifies nothing to 


ſay, many abuſe it; This is the Argument 
which our Adverſarics adduce to hinder 
tie common people trom reacing the 
Bible. If the Devil himſelf, and his In- 
fernal Agents 'in ,thetr Charms, employ 
Sentences out of the Pſalms and Goſpels, 
ſhould 


| 
| 
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( 10 
ſhould we wholly abſtain from uſingthele 


Paſſages? If it be unlawful to utter them 


ſuperſtitioufly, ſhall it be unlawful touſe 


them devoutly ? And if we are allowed in 
Prayer to uſe our own words, ſhall we be 
forbidden to imploy our Saviours Words, 
whichare the Rule of ours. 

It is therefore lawful ; But, ſay they, 
It is not necc{lary, Suppcic it be not ne- 


ccllary to ſay the Lords Prayer, 1s it ne-, 


ceſſary to let it alone 2 If it be indiffe= 


rent to ſay or not to lay it, muſt we fora 


matter of indifference bring in a diviſion 
in the Church, affe& Novelty, break e- 
liabliſhed Order, and beget Scruples of 
Conſcience £ Beſides, there are degrees 
of Indifference, as well as of Necethty, 
Would they ſay, that the uſing or omit- 
ting this Prayer, is in the ſame Rank of 
Inditferency) as the eating of, or abſtain- 
ing from certain Meats £ Surely that which 
miniſters to Edifying cannot be wholly 
Indifferent, Willi they fay, that our Sa- 
viours words tend notto Edification ? 
Albeit they darenot poſitively owne this, 

yet in cc their Arguing amounts to no 


les 3 For they maintain, that it is not ex- 
| pedient 
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Cay 
pedient to ſay the Lords Prayer: This is 
the very Hinge of the Diſpute, and Pinch 
of the Controverlie, | 
Why then is it not expedient to ſay this 
Prayer in the expreſs words of the Holy 
Jelus : What great inconveniencies dO a. 
ril:: from thence £ What prejudice toGod's 
Glory £ What hinderance to Man's Sal- 
vation 2 What ruine to the Churches E- 
difice? | 
COpon this Head they alledge. 
That we ſhould not be confin'd to words. 
T hat there is hazard of [dolizing thewords, 
by ſaying thein ſo often. 
That our taking heed to the Syllables, 
ſtints the Spirit, & diverts the thoughts. 
That this frequent Repetition 1s the vain 
babling condemned by our Saviour. 
That this Prayer does not ſufficiently enu- 
merat all our particular wants. 


That it 1s differently worded by two E-, 


vangeliſts, to ihow that we ſhould not 
take notice to the words wherein it 1s 
compil'd. | 

That the Apoſtles themſelves never made 
uſe of it, 


That many cannot fay it, but to their con- 


demnation 
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demnation 5 * an e it obliges every 


Man to beg forgivenels of his fins, ' 


upon condition that he my his ene- 

MICS, 

That it is not ſuitable toa dying man, be- 

cauſe he has no longer need to lay, Give 
us our daily bread, 

That it was never intended for a Prayer, 
but only for a Rule and Pattern of 
Devotion. And laſtly, 

T hat in their daily Prayers, they compre- 
hend the Subſtance thereof, albcit in 
diffcrent Wards. 

The gene;'al Anſ -er 10 theſe ObjeTions. 

Toall this,I (hill in the fir: lacereturn 
a General Anſwer, which ſtrikes at the 
Root of moſt of their Objet. ons, 

It is unqueſtionably evident, ncr can 
theſe men deny it; Fhat under the old 
Diſpenſatian, God preſcribed ſet Forms 
of Prayer, and other religious Actions, 
to be repeated word by word. Such was 
the form wherewith the Pricſts bleſſed the 


Pcople, as you may read in the 16 cf | 


Numbers. Such was the form of Thanl:(- 
giving, appointed at the Offcring of the 
Firſt-fruits, Dent, 26, Such was the 
Prayer 
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Prayer and Proteltation expreſly enjoyns 
; ed thoſe that came to pay the Tithe of the 


third year, Deut. 26. Such allo were the 
Forms of Prayer, which Cloſes uſually 
ſaid when the Ark went forward, and 
when it reſted, Numb. 10. 35, 36. Of 
the ſame nature was the Form of Prayers 
and Thankſgivings, which were dayly 
ſung in the Church, For were not the 
P/alms moſt part Prayers or Thankſgiv- 
ings? and were they not commonly taid 
and ſung? =» 

I ſhall not inſiſt upon this, that each 
Company of Singers, was exprelly tyed to 
certain Palms, as to a Tazkz which is 
clear trom the Titles of theſe Plalms. The 
92 Pſalm was ſung every Sabvath-day, as 
the lnſcripuon plainly imports. Now con- 
ſider, why would God appoint Prayers, 
couched in Verſe, 1f it were not on pur- 
Poſe that they ſhould be ſaid verbatim ? 
For it is well known, how dithcult it is 
to change the words of a Line, that is 
fetter'd in Poetick Numbers. Moreover, 
We have ſeveral Pſalms wherein God hag 
appointed ev'n the obſeryation of the Let- 
ters of the Alphaber, The 25 P/alm, 


which 


| 
| 
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which is a Prayer, as to the ſubſtance, co 
incident with the Lord's Prayer, begins®: 
almoſt every Verſe according to the or 
der of the Hebrew Alph:. wbct, The 24. thef/ 
111, the x12 and the 119 are of theE 
ſame conmrivaince, efpecially this lat inen-v* 
tioned, in each of its Stanza* s, anſvieiing! 


_ eight times to the number and order of 


the twenty two Letters. It is viſible God? 
intended this expedient for a help to mens 
Memories, that fo ev*n the moſt fory 'rfu1Þ 
might eafily retain the words cf theſe ho- © 
ly Verſes, whole lnirial Letters proce<ded F 
in an Alphabetick order, Would He then * 
had them neglctt the words, when he or- 
dained the punctual rehearfing of every. 
fingle Letter © To this I might add, that 
ſome Pſz]Jms (as for inſtance the 1 13 and | 
the 134, ) are penned by way of Dia- 
logue between the Pricſts and People, 
This alternative Diſcourſe, conliſting in 
reciprocal communication of the one with 
= other, could not be kept up without 

xa& obſervation of the words of their 
a Intercourſe. 

Befides, In the Reformation of the 
Church by that good king _—_— 

o 


FE. 

* code pubilck Liturgy was to be re-eſtabliſh- 

gingdgthe Levites were commanded to praiſe 
orhe Lord with the words of David and 
thef{ſaph the Seer 3 that 1s, tolay or tr; the 
therery words of the Pſalms, 2 Chren.29. 30. 


\cn-[t appears alſo, thar at the Celebration of 
ir: the Paſs-over, there was a (et Hymn al-, 


- of Ways made ule of upon that ſolemn occaſi- 
zod DN. And our bleſſed Lord himſclf, after he 
ens bad eat the Paſs-over, and was now pre- 
fy] paring himſelf for death, did not ſtick 
10. toſay it, and cauſed his Diſciples bear a 
ed part with him 1n the recital thereof, Mat, 
en 26» verſ. Zo, 

\r. If our modern Bigots, who condemn 
ry, the uſe of the Lord's Prayer, had liv*d in 
f theſe days, [ doubt me they would have 
\q cenſured the wiſdom of God tor preſcrib- 
Ing ſet Forms of Prayer, and obliging the 
Church to ſay them word for word, 


7; Againſt the ule of this Prayer, the fame in- 
conveniences they find in it, the-ſame fhifts 
&evalions whereby theydecline the repeats 
ng it;zAll this might have been alledged a- 
g41nſt the Forms of Prayer, of Blefling and 
of Thankſgiving which God impoſed upon 


£ his 
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t or the ſame Arguments, they muſter up - 
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his antient People, Could they not hay 
ſaid, that it was not fit to be contin t 
the words of theſe Formularies ? and th 
it was ſufficient to ſpeak to the ſame putt 
poſc?that the Spirit ſhould not be limited 
that by being taken up with words, g 
thoughts arc loſt 2 that theſe were conty 
nual repetitions ? that theſe ſet Forms di" 
not expreſs all that was necetlary to be def" 
fired 2 thac there was hazard of making 
Idols of them £ and in ſum, that it w: 
expedient to ſuppreſs the uſe of them F: 
*Tis aſurprizing thing, that God Almight” 
ty did not foreſce theſe Inconvenences, 
{ſtrange that theſe Perſons have not as yc 


their Maxime bold weight, it is as 1! tg, 
ſing them, us to ſay the Lord's Prayer.” 


If we muſt not be tyed up to the words; 


of this Prayer, why ſhould we betye<d up, 
to the words of tie Plalms? It the Spirit! 
ſhould not be (tinted , 1s it more ſtinted ; 
by the words of this Praycr than by theſe" 
ofa Pſalm? Ifthe expreſſions of ths Pray» 


_ erdivert the thoughts of him that prayeth, 


cannot the ſinging of a Pſalm jumble and” 
diſcompoſe them too? Ifthis Prayer ſhould s 
| not 


2 —- 
ot be ſaid over and over agiin, if it do 
} ot ſpecihic all occurrences, 1t there is ha» 
rd of idolizing the words thereof; may 
10t the ſame be taid of any Plalm whatfos 
&vcre nay and much more. For we lag 
\onany Plalms which we are not fo much 
negconcern'd 1, or wherom we have not ſo 
jrcar INtErELT as 10 the Lord's Prayer, In 
defiiem we mect with Prayers exprelly de- 
cate for the Jewiſh.Church, relating ta 
y-paſt occurrences, and which by no 
 Wneans reach unto uss There we have Pe- 
-Fitio! ©q [mprecations, Realonings, Coms« 
> wplaints, which wcre divine in David's 
Mouth, but 11 ours they are much more 
debatable than the Lord's Prayer 15, Wiry 
\. {then doth this Yrayer go more againſt the 
_ {Grain with us, than thele Prayers contain'd 
a1 the Plalms 2 Add hereunto, that the 
up]? lms, as they Ar {lung in our vulgar 
ri Languages, are tne Production of numane 
glIndullry, and the work of a Poct*s brains 
Y: ſo that ſuch a Compolure, tho never fo 
©, jexcellent, is in no wile ſo divine as the 
J* Lord's Prayer): why then ſhall there be 
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' more inconvenience 1a ſaying the words 
Id of our Saviour, than ia {inging thoſe of 
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mens introducing. Furthermore, ſince jj 
ſtead of the Lord's Prayer, we judge | 
more proper to have Forms of our owy t 
Compoling,or __S wh 
do wenot, in (tead of the Plalms, dayl 
compoſe Hymns purely new to be ſung i 
the Church Is it for want of Poetic 
Raptures, that we arc obliged to hold by 
a conſftaiit tenor of Plalms? Now if it by 
edifying to ſay and repeat them in _ 
own proper terms, why not allo the Lord 
Prayer, which 1s the abſtract of all th 
Prayers contained in the Plalter. 

But having ſaid thus much in anſwer to | 
thele Objections in groſs, I come now to | 
examine cach of themin retail. | 

ObjeF.1. They alledge in the firſt place | 
that we ſhould' not confine our ſclves td * 

( 
| 
| 
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words, 
Anſw, This Maxime taken univerſally 
and without diſtintion, 1s falſe, and d 
miſchievous conſequence z » for if it ſhoul( 
bold, we muſt reject the reading of ths 
Bible, for in reading thereof, we muſl 
kec p clole to th. Letter g we muſt nd. 
tranſlate it, for in the matter of a moon | 
we muſt come as preciſcly near tothe O 
Tigind 
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C i riginal as is poſſible. _ A Paraphraſe is ne- 


whi 
ay! 
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e | 


/ we are both agreed. 


acquauitcd with it. 


ver ſo much to be truſted to, and the al- 


owt teration of one word ſometimes alters the 


whole ſenſe, In ſacred tliſtory, we mult 
of. neccllity retain the proper names of 
Places and Perſons, In the Law we are 


bound to take care of the leaſt jot, and 


the ſmalleſt point, 

2, But the Objection 1s ambiguousz 
for if they mean, that we are not ſo tyed 
up to the words of this Prayer, as to be 
precluded from uſing all others 3 Thus far 
But if they mean, 
uncer pretence of this liberty, that we 
muſt neglect or lay aſide this Form of 
Prayer, we beg leave to dillent from 
them. . For, becauſe Chriſt allows us to uſe 
our own exprefiions, mult we bury his? 
Becauſe our words are current, muſt we 
cry down thele of the Holy Ghoſt 2 Nay 
on the other fide, it ours be good, how 
much better are theſe; which he himſelF 
has taught us 2 ſo tar ſhould we be from 
ſhunning the langnage of -God, that on 
the contrary we ſhould do our utmoſt 
endeavour to make our ſelves familiarly 

And I with to God, 
Þ 2 YC 
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we were {0 well verſed i 111 it,that we could 


ave it always in our ca 

Object, 2, But here we-are peaprnte 
with a great dange A That by putting 
ſuch a value on the words of this tr ayer, 
1% to be feared we make an Idol of it 


/ a:ſwe tl -. This 15 rcally a ſtr; NCC P; ras 
' 


FPS 
{it d by us 2s capable to betray us un- 
to that ſin, For this Prayer tcacheth us 
to inVocate onely, Our Fathur which 7s in 
Heaven, to alcribe Kingdom, Power, -and 
Glory a m alone, May not theſe Þ ollz 
as rat:onally conclude, tht we are in ha- 
Zard.of * 1174 the ſecond Commancz 
ment,iſave 1cpcat it. too often £ \Wll WC 
not male an Ido) of that Command which 
forbids Ilols? Sure I am the Church of 
{tome did not fall into Idolatry, by too fre- 
quent retcarting the words of that Com- 
mandment,but by negleGting of them, nay 
CXpPunging thtm out of ner Catechiſins an4 
Manuals, which they put 1n the Laity's 
han 15, 
But may not one allo turn an Idolas 

ttr of the words of the Inititution in Bap- 
tilm £ 


GOx, thatthe words 6/5 Pr: yer, which | 
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tions muſt wenot turn themout of doors 
Iikewilc, to avoid Idolatry £ And are not 
the words of Co'fecration in the Eucha- 
rilt, Hoc eft corpus menm, lyable to the 
lame perl 7 the groficit Idolatry m the 
World is botton''d on the [peaking thele 
words niſunderltcod. Nu V\ « thei Ice 
” m alone altogether ? or ſhould we not 
e them as oft as we rehearle the Irniftitu- 
oa of the Lord's Supper £ Nay I (hall 
add further, the ſuperſtitious Jews mace 
an Ido] of the Name jehovah, telling that 
the pronouncing thereot, was able to work 
the greateſt Miracles, in fo much as to re« 
move Md JUNtalns 3 now thould their Sus 
pciſtition lunder us ftrom pronouncing the 
ſro: cr Name of God, or muſt we every 
day com a new Name for the Almighty, 
left his uſual Name being too frequently 
uttered, become an Idol at the laſts? 
| 3, Morcover, there is ihe ſame hazard 
12 any other Praycr whatſoever, which is 
pretended 1 reference to the Lords Pray- 
&r. For cannot a man Idolize the words 
of a Formgtho! gh newly contrived 2 Do 
pot we Know that men are naturally tond 
of Novelics f And muſt we then wholly 
refrain 


( 27 ) l 
refrain the exercilc ot i rayer, to keep ug 
entirely out of the reach of ldojJatiry F | 

OLjed., 3. Now follows another ()bje- 
| Ction, which aims at the making Chriſt 
#. contradi& himſclt : For (ſay they ) Chriſt 
w | has condemned vain Repetituc ns in Pray- 
z: er; But fo it 1s, the Uſe of the Lord's 

| _ Prayer 1s a perpetual Repetition. 
 Anſ. 1. Conſult thes Ch. of $. Matthew; 
the 7, and following Verſes, T hcore yo 
ſhall find our Saviour preſcribed that 
| Prayer, to hinder vain Repetitions, But 
when you pray ( laith he ) uſe not vain Repel 
| titions, but pray after this manner, Our Fa: 


F- ther, &c. And ſhall we call that a vain 


as CE "I .& 
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Repetition, which is given us as an Anti/ 
dote againſt vain Repetitions > Would 
; Chriſt cure one Diſeaſe by another ol the 
| i {ame nature, or caſt out one Devil to 
T bring 1n another ? 't 
p j- 2, Our Saviour doth not condemn all 


RK ww wad 7 Jiu ww oa« = xi  ﬀ a 


. Repetitions, without exception; For he 


; | himſelf, when he was in his bloody Ago 


my - MH 2} wa. 


ny reiterated the ſame words thrice in one 
/ Evening, Father, if it be poſſivie, let this 
7? Cup paſs from me, Mat, 27. 39, 40s Andin' 4 
| the {c}f lame Pialm, (to wit the 136. ) e- 
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| very Verſe ends with this burden, For his 


mercy endureth for ever, And thele words 
are there {1x and twenty times Geminated. 

3. What [epetition s then are forbid- 
den? Such as are vain, Now they are 
vain, it we are of opinion that the multi- 
plying of them has any vertue and cftica- 
cy mit. They are vain allo, 1t they be 
void of Underſtanding. Faith, or Aﬀecti« 
on, But the Repetition ot one Prayer, 
animated with that fiduciary and fervent 
application of the Spirit to God ( wherein 
the Life and Soul of Prayer contiſts) can 
never be vain, As on-the contrary, a 
| Prayer deſtitute of that Spirit, will cer- 
| tainly be vain, although it be once re- 
1 peated, and no more. Beſides, if | may 
renew the ſame thoughts I had formers 
ly, Why may I not reſume them in 


| the ſame words, wherewith they were 


formerly cloathed 2 Perhaps there 1s as 
much vanity in the minutly reiterated (ighs 
of ſome Modern Zealots, as 1n the rcite- 
rating our Saviours Exprefſions. 

4. Again, I ſtrange that theſe men pre- 
tend ſuch an averinc(s to Repetitions, 


| ſince the moſt part of their Devortions are 


- buile. 


bling, than the brevity Of this £ Perad- h 


7% | 
built thereupon, A Re petition conſiſts 
not only in ſaying en nora the ſame 
word, but alſo 1n inculcating the ſame 
thing, tho under various terms. Is It 
not a Repetition, 1t one having named 
Dirt, ſhould a little ater call it Mire £ 
Or having menitoned a Sword, he ſhould 
unmeciatly talk of a Rapier ? Are not the 
Synommies and Circumlocitions, where- 
with their Prayers are ſt. fﬀf-d, ſo many 
Repetition: ? 

5, Furthcrmore, 1t13 obſervable, that ka 
the Pallage objected to us ( Mat. 6.7. ) 
doth not only forbid vain Repetitions, 
but allo multitude of words? Why are not} 
theſe people apprehenlive; that the Pros fp 
lixity of their Prayers, which are oftcn e- 
qual in length to a long-winded Preach- þ;, 
ment, 1sas vain, as the ſaying the Lord's 
Prayer once over? Or is the Prolixity of |, 
therr Devotions more contrary to vain ba- 


venture, they put the Qiettion, How|g 
1any times a-day, Or 1:1 one hour, muſt 
we ſayit? But this 1s all one as if theyþ, 
ſhould ask how often muſt we pray i 
God, For we are commanded to pray al 


v (25) 
aysznot thatGod requireth of us an unin- 

©ſterrupted at of Devotion, but it ought 
neverthelels to be frequent. Moreover, 
the true value of our Prayers conſiſts in 
weight, and not in number,or in meaſure. 

Objed, 4. Proceed we to the next Ex- 
ception, which is thus couched, The | 
vords of him that prayeth ſhould accom- 
6 pany or follow his thoughts : but during 
Y [his attention to the Lord'sPrayeryhis ood 
houghts will go aſtray, and his mind will 
be diverted]. 
) Anſw. 1. This is a huge miſtake,and "tis | 
tan od thing to ſay, that the words of 
Chrilt are diverſive of good thoughts, 
Did they but underſtand this Prayer a- 
"fright, they would not talk at this rate. 1s 
"fit poſlible for us to have better thoughts 
m Prayer, than theſe which are wrapt in 
the words of this Form ? 
It is calumnious, I had almoſt faid 
"{blaſphemous, to aflert that they betray the 
Y | Spirit towandrings and aberrations; wheres 
t\25 on the other fide, they guide and re- 
Y fpulate it: Can we marſhal our thoughts 
?\better, than by putting them in the order | 
*|chalked out by our bleſſed Saviour. | 
I, C 3, it | 


then his Auditors run the fame rifque 10 
have their devout thoughts diverted byf 


(26) 


3. It 1s talle and abommable, to ſay b 
that the words by which we receive the *« 
Spirit of God, divert and turn afide the * 
ſpirit of man. For this Prayer is a portion © 
of the Evangelick DoRrinc, bat bearing oft © 
Faith,by which we reccive thc Holy Spirit © 

| 


Gah, 3. 2. 

4. Arethcle perſons ſo rep lenithed with 
good thoughts, that having beltowed 
whole hours 1n diſplaying thetic own Con- 
ceptions attheir pleaſure, they cannotinerd 
two or three Minuts on the Lord's Prayer, 

5. But if we muſt cathier the words of this 
Prayer,on pretencethatthey do not alwas sþ 
jump right with the thoughts which may} 
ſpring Up in our ming inthe a of Prayer, [{ 
would enquire at theſe Gentlemen,when 
anyone ofthembeſtirs hisGitt in publicl,is| 
he ſure that all the thoughts of his Hear-l 
ers will hit exactiy to a Hair-breadth with 
his thoughts, or with the exprefſions he 
ſtumbles upon ? it would be a difficult] 
task tor him in a throng Meeting to find 
me -out one {inyle man ſo perfetly cons 
curiing and uniſon with himz do not 
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: | his expreſſions, or is it more diſturbing 
hd fo hear a Prayer of our Saviours diftating, 
he tO Which we have prepared and adjuſted 
on! cur thoughts before hand, than to hear 
off ne of a mans comp »ofure, whole thoughts 
it} 0ut-run and often Nifle ours 2 

| Oljet.,5. And this may ſuffice to boot 
:þ| for a Reply to the next Allegation made 
cd by them 5 The Spirit ( ſay they )) ſhould 
| beat liberty, and not pent up within the 
.q! Darrow bounds of a formulary. 

;Anſw, 1, And mult the ſpirit of man, 
1n order to its freedom, be licentious and 
irregular or 1s the ſaying the Lord's 
Praycr an intolerable {Jlavery £ God of 
ll his mercy grant us always the liberty of 
n/ jaying It, 

This Prayer is apparently ſhort in 
od decks but in- ſubſtance it 1s of 1o large 
þ | extent as to comprehend HeavenandEarth, 
the preſent Age and all future Genera- 
It} tions. And arc theſe men of ſuch a vaſt 


4} and unlimited {pirit, that this cannot do 
| their turn 5 

| 3. Or if it be a captivity to hear the 
* [. ord S Prayer i: dts the init Of the Ho ar- 
| ers more EtitN21}. i Ly Nearllls OUr Sas 
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ObjefF, 6. The next Objection we are af? 
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viours Prayer,than giving ear to the effu; 


muſed with, is, The Lords Prayer doe 
not deſcend to particulars ; it expretlet 
our needs only in general terms; but they 
ſhould, as occaſion requires, be particu: 
larly and affeRionatly preſled and infilt- 
ed upon. 

An). 1. Inall appearance, our Antago- 
niſts are afraid God does not hear them 
ſuthciently, unleſs they point out with the 
Finger, and Decipher by Piccemeal, all 
their petty wants, And indeed, 
nm ſtead of offering up Prayers to God, 
lecm to give him Informations,. and that, 


mary | 


under pretext of being particular, -Seves«] 


ET : | | 
rals alſo in naming particulars, do but! 


cl 


. - . : vw 
vent their impertinence3 and others by! 


miſtake, in ſtead of an Egg, pray for a 
Scorpion, I grant it is often neceſlary to 
be particular, but this requires great diſ- 


cretion, which is not every mans talent. 
General requeſts, ſuch as theſe 


Lord's Prayer, may be compared unto 
Stars, which have a fixed ſeat and regu- 


lar motion. But when we otter at things 
in 
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29 | 
:,jin Hypothefi, we deſcend into the ſecond 
Region of the Air, where all 1s turbu- 
aJlent and variable, and you ſhall meet with 
acontinual juſtling of Reaſons, like Waves 
tolled by contrary Winds, | 
1 2. Beſides, If a man (ſhould undertake 
Jto mention all the mercies needful or ex- 
"ro . 
+1 pedient for him, he ſhould 'never come 
to a clole of Praying. Can any perſon 
,Jalive particularize all things requiſite ei- 
ther to his being or well- -being ? all the. 
kinds of temptations # all the depths of 
11 Satan ? all his own iniquities? who car 
wnderſtand his errors ? ( Pſal 19,12.) and 
moreover,all the neceſſities ot the Church 
univerſal, and of every individual Mem- 
ber therein £ how then ſhould we con- 
{clude our imperfe&t Prayers, and with 
| what ſupplement to amen their lameneſs? 
1| undoubtedly we muſt have recourle to 
\| gencral terms, under which all particu» 
.| | lars are implicitely comprehended. As for 
' Inſtance, after having ſpecified ſuch and 
| ſuch fins, and not being able to make a 
| plenary enumeration of all others, muſt 
| we not ſay in general, Forgive #3 our treſ- 
| F; ſes 2 Wheretore I retort the Argument, 
tince 
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fince it is impoſlible for us to compile a 
Prayer mc}uding all particulars, we mult 
nece/larily make uſe of one whoſe gene- 
rality is comprehenſive of all particulars 
imaginable. | 

objeF. 7. But, ſay they, weno where 


read that the Apoſtles ever ſaid this Prayer, | 


Anjw, 1, This reaſon 1s not at all con- 
cluſive, A negative Argument 15 not to 
be drawn from Scripture in a matter of 


t.&, which abſtracts from fundamentals of ' 


Fanh. We do not find in ſacred Hiſtory, 
that the Fews obſerved the year of Juz 
bile, one of the moſt material points m the 
Ceremonial Law 3. yet doubtleſs they did 
ceebrate it, orherwiſe God would have 
intallibly challenged them for ſuch a hat- 


nous neglect, We do not read that the | 


Apoſtles baptized in the Name of the Fa- 
ther,Son,& Huly Ghoſtzas they were com- 


miſſhonat to do, ſhall we thence inferr | 


that they did not Baptize after this Form: £ 
2. I ſhould rather argue thus, Chriſt 
dictated this Form of Prayer unto them 3 
therefore they did uſe it, Is it credible 
that having defired a Form of Prayer, 
and Chrilt having diftate them one,word 
-- or 
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for word, they never made uſe of it for all 
this, 

3. And albeit they had not, the A- 
poſtles were enduel with a Spirit which 
—— "os in Praymg, as well as in 
"0 ACN! But 1 me WC DreteE if { ) th. Th 

Mfallible © Spine winch di tate S \11c21 Pray- 
ers to us as It did tothem 2 Arc we lure, 
we do not trip, no more than they ay , 
etthcr as tO \atteror. Form © 

9jet, 8. In the next place, they ak ns 
a Cu ieition. This Þ; rayer, ſay they, 1s 
ſet down in two of the Evangeliits ( N 
the ſixth of Hatthew, and eteventh of 
Luke, ) and that in different expreſſions ; 
and which 1s more, the one of th: le Holy 
Pen-men omits what the other has: How 
then muſt we fay it?. whether as it 1s 
worded by St, Maithew or St, Luke. All this 
clearly demonſtrats that our Saviour never 
intended we ſhould adhere.to the words 
of this Prayer, 

Anſw. 1. If this Argument took place, 
in the Celebration of the Lord's Supper 
we Ought not to uſe the words of Inſtitu- 


tion : For they are differently related in_ 


four different Books of the New Teſta- 


ment, 
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ment. So that one of the Evangeliſts in 
recording of them has omitted this impor- 
tant clauſe, Do this in remembrance of me. 
Should we then 1n this aCtion totally reject 
our Saviours words, on pretence of this| 
diverſity which isto be found in the Go] 
ſpcls. St, Parl did not underſtand it ſo. 
When he ſhews the Corinthians,after w hat 
manner they ſhould celebrate the Lord's 
'Supper, he tells them, I received of, the 
Lord,that which [ alſodelivered unto you, and 
then he repeats the down-right words 
ſpoke by our Saviour at the Inſtitution of | 
that Sacrament, 1 Cor, 11, 

2, Itis a bad Inference, that we ſhould 
not take notice of the words, becauſe of the 
variety tobe found in them.On the contra«| 
Ty, when God repeats the ſame thing in 
different words, we ought more carctully 
to obſerve them 3. For this diverfity gives | 
light tothe meaning of the Scripture, for 
example, when one of the Evangeliſts lays, | 
Foreive #s our Debts, the 0:her explains it | 
by ſaying, Forgive #9 our Sins, We may | 
indiffcrently lay hold of one or other of | 
theſe 2hrales, both being «©qually-dictated | 
by Curilt Jelus. Is tte choice lo difficult | 
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to make, or muſt we caſt away both be- 
cauſe Chriſt is the Author of them both ? 
3. As for that part of the Obje@ion, 
that the Concluſion or Doxologie ( For 
thine is the Kingdom, &c. ) is left out by 
one of the Evangeliſts, the anſwer 1s eaſle. 


| Its juſt as if we ſhould argue, we muſt not 
| cclebrate the Euchariſt becauſe one of the 


Eyangeliſts ( to wit St. John ) ſpeaks not 
one Syllable owe. It this Doxologie 1s not 
to be found in St, Luke, muſt it be hudled 
up in ſilence, albeit it is fet down 1n St. 
Matthew £ or mult we upon this account 
diſuſe this Prayer wholly, although it be 
recorded in both theſe Evangeliſts? There 
are ſeveral Pſalms written on the ſame 
SubjcR,as 14 and 53 are comcident z yet 
there is ſome paſſage in the one which 1s 


Not in the other z and mult they both be 


{cnt a packing f 
OljeF, 9. The next accuſation againſt 


the uſe of the Lords Prayer is, that a 


groſs abſurdity is conſequeniial there- 
upon, Init we pray for our daily bread, 
Now, fay they, put the caſe a man be go- 
ingto dic, either gaſping upon a bed of 
ficknels, or upon a Scaftold, waiting the 


- 


DE 
fatal blow, ſhould he ſtill petition for 
bread? To what purpoſe ſhould he pray 
for a thing he no longer needs, and which 
can beno longer ſerviceable to him ? 


 Anſ. Several things may be Replyed to | 
this ObjeQion : x. If this Petition ſhou!1 | 


only be putup by luch as are afcertain* 


of lite, it could never be uſed at all: for | 


theſe who are in the molt perfect health 
and vigor, do not know but the next 
minut the night of deat!; may overtaxe 
them : So thar this would mntcr, Chriſt 
had taught us toatk that, which we ought 
never to ack, 

2. As there is none who can promiſe 
himſclf the continuation of life for one 
day, ſo no man can tell if that day ſhall 
be his laſt, How many recover beyond 
all hope, when they are at the gates of 
death 2 Albeit then a man were on the ve- 
ry brink of Eternity, ſince he knows not 
the time of his departure, ſhould he bold- 
ly renounce his daily bresd, and the Di- 
vine bounty which is the ſource of all his 


enjoyments, as if he were afſured it was | 


no further needful. 


- 3, When we pray for bread, it is al- 


Ways | 


> 
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ways conditionally, in caſe we have fur- 
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ther need thereof, in caſe our days be pro- 
longed in the land of the living, and not 
otherwiſe, Nor is there any impertinence 


| n this requeſt, or is it not rather our du- 


ty to ſpeak always thus? 
4. It is well known, that this Petition 


' 15 not rel{tried to food alone ; for when 


I name bread, I preſuppoſe all that is ne- 
celfary to life, as Air, Reſpiration, Cc, 
Arid may I not ask theſe things for the 
time I have to live, tho it were but one 
ingle moment, in order to the gloritying 
of God 2 

5. Grant he who is at the point of 
death needs not any longer pray for his 
daily bread, for all thit, has he no more 
need toſfay, Forgive ns oxr ſins, and lead 


' #s not into temptation £ 


6. It is not Chriſts intention that any 
man ſhould pray for bread to himſclt a- 


lone ; but he commands us to pray for it 


| toothers, ſaying, Give us. If then ady- 
| ing man cannot, or will not ask bread for 
| himſelf, is he not obliged in charity to 
| ask it for ſuch as out-live him, and to pray 

' for poſterity ? 


4 «© _ 
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7, And laſtly, Becauſe expiring ſick | 


men, or dying Malcfa&tors, have no need | 


of bread, muſt we thence conclude, that 
all others ſhould at-ſtain from praying for 
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it? By the ſame reaſon they ſhould ceaſe 


to cat and drink, | 
- Otjed#. 10. Many alſo ſcruple to ſay the 
' Lords Frayer, becaule it obliges them to 


” > En 


ſlay, they torgive themthat fin againlt them. | 


Now a nian has not always an intention 
to forgive. This is a plauſible Pretext - 
For it I entertain vindictive thoughts, 
with what confidence can I fay that I tor. 
give # Dol not make my felt much more 
guilty by fo ſpeaking For why, this 
Clauſe contains an Imprecation I make 
againſt my (elf, viz. it I donot pardon, 
I deſire not to be pardoned. Purſu- 
ant to this, many whole ofhce leads them 
to d prop in Publick, abſtain from this Pray« 

, Icſt any of their Hearers who joy nn 
mt er with them ſhould be tound jtors to 


God, 


Arſ, x. Muchſurcly may be ſail on this | 


ticklith Queſtion, whether or no -a man 
who teels 1n himielfany riſings of hatred 


and revenge ſhould ſuſpend the ule of the 
Lords 
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Lords Prayer : On this head, I ſay, if he 
cannot fay this Prayer,neither can he make 
uſe of any other : So that to forbid a man 
the Lords Prayer upon this account, 1s to 
prohibite him the exerciſe of Prayer in 
any form or manner whatſoever. The 


| Conſequence is eafily demonſtrable by 


many reaſons. Firſt, he cannot make a 
good Prayer, if it be not conform ( at 
leaſt in the ſubſtance) to the Lords Pray- 
er, Now this Prayer obliges him to ſay, 
that he forgives his enemies, lo that 1t he 
do not fay it in theſe exprels words, he 
muſt !oit upon the matter. Beſides, can 
he offer up any Prayer without begging 
forgivenels of his fins And fince that 


forgiveneſs is promited him only on 


condition, that he forgive others, can he 
ſeck or expect it on another ſcore? For 
if you forgive not men thr treſpaſſes, neitker 


| will zour Father forgive your treſpaſſes, Mat, 


| 6, 15. Nay, he cannot ask any thing elſe 
| of God if he benot ready to forgive. If 


he bring his Gift to the Altar, he muſt 
firſt be reconciled to his Brother, other- 
wile all his offerings and all his ſupplica« 
tions are of no value. Add hereunto,that 
of 


(38) 
no mancan offer up a Prayer without pro- 
teſting that he 1s willing to obey God 
For when we beſcech God to grant us our 
will, we promiſe we will obey his Now 
it is an Article of the will of God, that 
we Tk: 1ve thele who injure us. i lay 
then, it Rancour and Malice kinder -a 
man trom ſaying the Lords Prayer, the 
ſamereaton will juſtifte a total Ceflation 
from Prayer. Sce what is the natural 
tendency of theſe mens opinion: For 
their Argun.ent not only ftrikes at the 
Lords Prayer, but allo at all thefe which 
they themielves are wont to conceive. 

2, Now Jet us conſider the pretended 
hindrances: That man, ſay they, whoin 
{tcad of forgiving , burns with revenge, 
whoſe ſoul 1s wholly plunged in Gall, and 
filled with implacable wrath, can ſuch a 
man ſay the Lords Prayer? To this [ 
Anſwer, The Queſtion in hand is not con- 
cerning thoſe, who are entirely po!'ciled 
with a Spirit of Revenge, and who have 
no dclign to abate of their Malice - But 


the Debate is concerning ſuch as through 
mftriziry find it unecalic to forgive, and 
fect ta thiamfielves the  Flellt warring 
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againſt the Spirit, If then T be, in 
theſe Circumſtances, can I lay, & »rg7ve re 
my fins, ſince I find ditficulty to ſay, that 
I forgive them th41 ſin ag tinſt me, 1 An- 
[wer again among the tins I crave pare 
Con for, I reckor. ils is one, the dithcul- 
ty | have to forgive. | bug pardon tor 
this, that it is a difficult thing tor me to 
grant pardon. And | pray tor Grace, 
{114t may enable me to torgive, So that 
© mcaning ot this Claute ſhortly is this, 
'Orgive me, as I pray thou would grant 
1:C grace to beable to forgive, Canany 
1011 (tumble at this? Nay, 1s not every 
Ci:ittian obliged to ſpeak lo? And it 1s 
t©N0 purpole to alledge, that there is a 
2reat difterence betwixt ſaying that we 
forgive, and ſaying, we delire ability to 
foryive, For he who fincercly defires 
ability to {orgive, has already begun to 
forgives But if this forgivencls proceed 
only from a heart perfeRly appealed, (hall 
we abſtain from praying God till we ar- 
rive at perfeRtion? Till we love our 
Neighbour perfectly, that 1s, till we have 
tfualilled the whole Law. 

3. But after all has beenſawd, ſuppoſe 
It 
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it abſolutely unlawful to ſay this Prayer #! 
long as a man is in the leaſt provock'sn 
with paſhon, 1s he therefore diſcharge@#: 
to ſay1t, when the ſmalleſt ſpark of angeFe 
1s extinguiſhed, and his heart is cleanſe Cc 
throughly from all hatred ? It he be noW 
in a condition to ſay it at one time, nufÞ! 
he abſtain from it for ever? And morco: 
over, muſt the whole Body of the Churchd: 
be interdicted the uſe of the Lords Pray 4a 
cr, for the fake of a few revengtul tem 
pers, that cannot uſe -this Form. Mufſt! 
the peeviſh paſſions of ſome be a ſtanding! 
Rule roall ? Finally, Is 1t well done oft 
him who prays 1n publick, to accommoiÞ 
dat himſelf rather to the malice of men} 
than to the prelcription of our blefled Saif 
viour ? | bt 

objeF, 11. Further yet, they plead fort! 
their excuſe, that they comprehend theV 
ſibſtance of the Lords Prayer: in their uf 
ſual Devotions, that they Paraphraſe itt! 
which is all one upon the matter, albeit< 
they have not the ſame expreſſions. b 

Anſw. 1. At this rate, they ſay not for4 + 
mally,We forgive them that ſin againſt 7 Is 
but they lay it upoa the matter. —_ IsF 
tncere 
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-r here any greater inconvemience to ſay it 
>k'4n Chiiſts very words.than to fay it in £qui- 
gefalent terms? and fo forth throug! all the 
geſt of the Lord's Prayer : For lſeing they 
ſepcknowledge, we ought to exprels its 
nowhole meaning,may we not uſe the words 
fot it likewiſe ? 
co: 2. On the contrary, when there is a 
rchdebate about the commenting on a pal- 
iyJage, 1t muſt be repeated werbatine, that 
mv may ſee if the Paraphraſe quadrat with 
[ufthe Text. Since then they paraphraſe the 
ingLord's Prayer 3 why do they not repeat 
gfit,that we may diſcern 1t their Eaprcaſe 
101be agrocaine to our Saviours words ? 
en; Bur ag ingare their Paraphraſes of the 
"3. weight with our Savicursexpreſſions? 
Is aParaphraſc onScripture equally authen- 
fortical with the Holy Scripture it ſelf 2 The 
he words of the Lord's Prayerare Canonical, 
u«for they are a portion of Sacred Writ. But 
it,theſe people dare not aver, that their Pray- 
£IgeTS, or the words of them are Canonical, 
| For can a prayer of Humane Compolire 
r{ſerve for an infallible rule to a Miniſters 
* Auditors 2 You'il find moſt exccllent 
G prayers in Apocrypha,both as to matter and 
re D exprellion ? 


/ 
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expreſſion 2 Why of, do we not put as 
great a value on them, as we do upon 
tacſe that are contained in the Canonical 
Books 2 The reaſon is, becauſe tho they 
were framed and conceived by men of 
great piety and deep judgment, yet they 
do not proceed from the Holy Ghoſt, in 
the ſame quality, perfe&ion, and autho- 
rity, as theſe that were pen'd by the Pro- 
phets, to which we dare not preſume to 
compare ours, far leſs to that of Chriſt's 


diftating, lt is alſo weakly objeRed, 


That at this rate we ſhould uſe no other Prayer | 


but it, For that is juſt as one ſhould ſay, it 
1s Not lawful to expound the Scripture, be- 
cauſe our Paraphraſesor Interpretations are 
by no means ſo authentick as Scripture it 
(elf, .We may paraphraſe the Lord's Prayer 
by other prayers, but we are no wile for- 
bidcen, under culour of our own para- 
pbrales, to repeat it direQly as It 1s {ct 
down. 

Objetf. 12, I come.'now to their laſt 
Objection, wherein they fancy they dit- 
cover a valt deal of fubtilty. The words 
of this Prayer,fay they, were diQated for 


a pattern of Prayer, but not to be uſed as 
a Prayer, 
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a Prayer, they were intended for a Dire- 


ory, not for a ſet Form. 

Anſw. 1: This is nothing elle but meer 
quibling, and a filly evaſion. Cannot 
theſe words be both a-Prayer, and a Mo- 
del of Prayer 2 Cannot a Building (erve 
for a Model to another Building 2 arc 
thele things inconſiſtent ? 

2, Itis to be remarqued, Chriſt ſays 
not, Pray to your Father, that his Name 
may be Hallowed,that he would give you 
your daily Bread. But take notice how 
he ſpeaks; ſay, Onur Father which art in 
Heav'n ;, \ay, Haullowed be thy Name; lay, 
Give us this day our daily Bread , lay, For- 


. give us ;, ſay, Deliver us, &c. Is not this 


2 down-right Set-form of Prayer? Cin 
any > dy put his own words into vur 
Mouth better and more exjrefly ? or 
when Chriſt Jeſus appoints us to ſay them, 
Joes he mean the contrary, viz; that we 

{011d not ſay them at all F 
3. But ſuppoſing it was only given us 
for r 4 pattern, and not for a Prayer Thi: 
men confeſs, that when I pray [ (houl4 
alw ays keep the pattern in my MinJ, Tt 
I ought {500 to h ive it 1n ny WITH why 
EX'2 [1G | 
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Mould TI never have it my Mouth ? 

4. If they refuſe to ſay it as a Prayer, 
why do they not at leaſt fay it as a Partern 
or Dirc@vry ? If they ſhoull thus addreſs 
God, thy ſo1 Chriſt Jeſs has taught us 
to lay unto thee, Our Father which art in 
Heaven, &c, are they afrail to lie in ſo 
ſpeaking ? or do they fear that this truth 
15 not fitly told | 

5. I ſay,the people muſt be continually 
taught to pray aright,now it is beyond all 
contradiction, that *tis impoſhible to make 
a good Prayer, it it agree not, at leaſt ig 
ſubſtance, with our Saviours Formulary : 
Is it not then expedient that the people 
ſhould often hear that Formulary, that 
they may know by what rule to ſquare 
their Devotions, We blame the Church 
of Rome, that they do not rehearſe the 
ſecond Command to the People 3 becauſc 
this skipping it over hinders many from 
perceiving the Idolatry they are guilty of. 
And will not the ſuppreſiing of this Form 
cauſe the People, eſpecially a number of 
poor Creatures that cannot read the 
Bible, altogether forget this Prayer, and 
not know what rule 1s to be fulloyed in 
| = heir 
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| their Addreſies to God, In reality, theſe 
| men do their utmoſt to raze the rememse 
(brance of the Lord's Prayer out of the 
Minds of men. 


| 


For the Cloſe , Obſerve the difference 
berwixt the Lord's Prayer, and our own 
Compolures, There is, (o to ſpeak, as 
wide a difference as betwixt the Taber- 
nacle and the Pattern which God thew'd 
to Moſes on the Mount, The Pattern 
was Heavenly, framed by the Hand of 
Omnipotence; the Tabernacle was Earth- 
ly,patch'd up by the Fingers of trail min, 
The Lord's Prayer is all Celeſtial and Di- 
Vine ; our Deyotions are in part the ef- 
fet of Humane Induſtry, tor we have not 
the Spiric in pertetion, This contrivance 
of our Wir, is always Humane and Im- 
perteR ; but the Pattern is always perteR 
and Divine : no man breathing, is (o lear- 
ned or devout, but he is lyable to failures 
n the compoſing his prayers. They are 
ubje@t to impertetion, excels, diſorder, 
nd many irregularities, Weare not ime 
peccable on that fide, We are always 
herein committing eſcapes,either by leave 
ng out ſomewhat, or being too ſhore 
un 
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—gpon one point, and too prolix on ano«] 
ther,or in ſetting down our thoughts cone|y 
tuſedly and out of due order, - But in ſaya(,; 
ing the Lord's Prayer, I am aflured, 11, 
cannoe miſs ſpeaking righe, thar I om! 
nothing, that I vent nothing ſuperfluous 
thzt 1 do not extravague, that 1 am no 
guiity of 1aſhneſs in my (pecch, Whetes 
fore having conceived a prayer as well ay; 
I could, I conſider its deteAs,and 10 make;, 
amends for them, I make uſe of that whichy,, 
I know is free from imperfections, 1. 
mean, that after I have offered up to G 
2 prayer of my own making, I ought ot 
beſeech him to ſupply its deficienciesyy; 
2nd to that effect I preſent him thaf,, 
prayer which his well beloved Son and m 
Redeemer has taught and commanded tq, 
ſay,when T approach the Throne of Grace, . 
[| conclude then, it is our Cuty to (; | 
the Lord's Prayer, We ought to ſay it | 
ir becauſe Chriſt pur it in our mouth, W|., 
W1% ought to ſay it, becauſe it is the marroſe, 
If :nd abſtraRt of a'l other Prayers. 
ought to (ay it,: becauſe it is the rule a 
pole-ſtar to guide usin our Applications p 
God, Weought to fay it, lor recent P 
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o_=_ imperfeRions L, all our other Prayers, 
n-|1We ought to fay ic, becaule of its univer. 
= ality, as to all purpoſes, perſons, times, 
lor places, It is a Prayer (aid by all the 
hutches in the Woild; and it is no {mya[l 
Scomftort to me to bear my part in ſuch a 
Otoeneral Harmony, *Tis a Prayer | can 
© make uſe of in Proſperity or Adverſity, 
jn Peace or War, in Sickneſs and Health, 
cin Lite and in Death. A Prayer that may 
Cibe jointly ſaid by Young and Old, Rich 
and Poor, Prince and Peaſant, 
- Is it not anaſtoniſhing thing, that we are 
orown jealous and ſuſpicious of onr Sas 
*Jyiours words 2 If our pious fore-fathers, 


who under-went ſo great ſufferings to 
D)have the liberty of ſaying this prayer in- 


"a known Language, who took ſo much 
pains to teach it us, that we might have ic 
i always in out mouth : I ſay, it they could 
but look out of their Graves, and ſee us 
labouring even to forget that prayer, how 


®Ieverely would they rebuke us, and what 


names would they callus * Bur which is 
*Tyert more, behold Chriſt Jefus himſelt ex- 
* \preſly enjoyns you toſay it, Whom will 
"you obey, whether your Saviour, or ate 
tl | who 
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who labour, to/perfwace you tothe contra- 
ry £ Feit not, tear fiot to pronounce the 
words of Jeſus'Chtift, Chriſt who diRat- 
ed them will be your warrant at. the Fathers 
hand,and will owne your words, (ince they 
ate likewiſe his own, Let them be al- 
ways carried about in your Hearts, and 
upon your Lips, I conjure you, my Bre« 
thren, bythe reverenceyou bear to our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour, *by.the yenerzrion you ſhould 
have for' his worts, by the loye he has te- 
ſtified cowatds us in teaching us thisPrayer 
by the intereſt you have in praying arigh er. 
and by the peace and tomtort of the 
Church, let none ſearch this precious 

ewel from you, *which the' Son ot God 

as Riven you out of his own hands, 
And God granr,that we may with one ac- 
cord always pcs Supplications to 
- Onr Father which & in Heav'n: For his « 
the Kingdom, Power, and Glory, for evir 
and ever, Amen, * 
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